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Module Descriptor 

 
Purpose: The purpose of this module is to equip the learner with the relevant 
knowledge, skills and competence to complete a range of painting and 
decorating tasks in a supervised environment. 
 
Module Duration: The learning effort required from a typical learner to 
successfully achieve the stated learning outcomes for the module is 50 (fifty) 
hours. 
 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this module, the learner will be able to: 
 

1. Select the materials and tools required to complete a range of painting 
and decorating tasks 

 
2. List the sequence of steps for the completion of a given painting or 

decorating task 
 
3. Describe the appropriate uses for thinners, primers, fillers, undercoat, 

varnish and wallpaper paste 
 

4. Prepare an area for painting or varnishing to include removal of old paint 
or wallpaper, cleaning and filling, sanding, priming and staining 

 
5. Paint a prepared area using paint or varnish 
 
6. Hang paper and fix borders using the appropriate techniques, tools and 

materials 
 

7. Apply appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene procedures when 
painting and paper hanging to include the appropriate use and storage of 
paints and other chemicals, ladders, trestles, brushes and tools 
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Key Learning Points 
 
Learning Outcome 1: Select the materials and tools required to complete a range of 
painting and decorating tasks 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Types of abrasives and their uses 
 Types, components and appropriate uses of a selection of paint brushes and rollers 
 Knowledge of the different hand and power tools 
 Defining the function and safety precautions of each tool  
 Identifying the different types of materials and their use for a painting and 

decorating project  
 Knowledge of a range of different water and oil based paints, primers and varnishes 
 Knowledge of a variety of common wallpapers 
 Calculating and recording a list of materials required to complete a project without 

error 
 Calculating amounts of paint and wallpaper required for specific areas 
 
 
 
Learning Outcome 2: List the sequence of steps for the completion of a given painting 
or decorating task 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Preparation, painting and wallpapering techniques 
 Working in a logical sequence 
 Health and safety procedures associated with preparation, painting and 

wallpapering 
 Selecting paint and wall paper 
 Decorating and designing trends 
 
 
 
Learning Outcome 3: Describe the appropriate uses for thinners, primers, fillers, 
undercoat, varnish and wallpaper paste   
 
Key Learning Points 
 Types of surfaces and defects 
 Identifying where to use various primers, fillers, undercoat, varnish and wallpaper  
 Selecting appropriate methods of application 
 Demonstrate good safe practice where required 
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Learning Outcome 4: Prepare an area for painting or varnishing to include removal of 
old paint or wallpaper, cleaning and filling, sanding, priming and staining 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Selecting appropriate methods of paint or wallpaper removal 
 Selecting appropriate safety equipment and protective clothing  
 Safe disposal of old paint and wallpaper  
 Safe handling of tools, material and equipment used in paint and wallpaper removal 
 Correct use of safety equipment, clothing precautions 
 Stripping, filling, sanding walls and woodwork 
 Washing walls and woodwork 
 Priming woodwork 
 Staining woodwork 
 
 
Learning Outcome 5: Paint a prepared area using paint or varnish 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Identifying tools, equipment and material required to paint or varnish 
 Identifying the risks to health and the hazards associated with the use of the above 

tools, equipment and materials.  
 Stating the precautions to be taken when using the tools, equipment and materials 
 Safety procedures when using ladders, trestles and other means of access 
 Protecting furniture, carpets and woodwork, use of dustsheets 
 Painting walls and woodwork surfaces in correct sequence 
 Varnishing woodwork using correct technique and in correct sequence 
 Correct care and storage of tools, material and equipment 
 Keeping working area clean and tidy 
 
 
Learning Outcome 6: Hang paper and fix borders using the appropriate techniques, 
tools and materials 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Calculating quantities of wallpaper for specific areas 
 Use of paperhanging tools and equipment 
 Selecting and mixing suitable pastes and adhesives as per manufacturers 

specifications 
 Measuring, plumbing, cutting, pasting and hanging paper 
 Pattern matching, jointing and returning corners 
 Working safely from ladders and trestles 
 Exercising due care when using scissors, blades and knives for trimming wallpaper 
 Selecting appropriate starting point for hanging paper 
 Accurate alignment using plumb bob, level 
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Learning Outcome 7: Apply appropriate health, safety and personal hygiene 
procedures when painting and paper hanging to include the appropriate use and 
storage of paints and other chemicals, ladders, trestles, brushes and tools 
 
Key Learning Points 
 Identifying the risks to health and the hazards associated with paint and chemicals, 

and safe storage procedure 
 Identifying and stating the safety precautions to be taken when using paint and 

chemicals 
 Identifying and stating the safety precautions to be taken when using ladders, 

trestles,  
 Identifying and following good safety practice when using scissors, knives and 

blades for cutting and trimming wallpaper 
 Brushes and tools, and safe storage procedure 
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Assessment Specification 
 

Award Title Painting and Decorating 
Award Type Minor 
FÁS Assessment Code 3N0562-037 
Award Code: 3N0562 
Credit Value : 5 

 
 

 
 

Learning 
Outcome 

Performance 
Criteria 

(Knowledge, 
Skill & 

Competence) 

Assessment 
Techniques 

Weighting
Assessment 
Instrument 

Assessment 
Evidence 

L0 1 
Knowledge 
Skill     

Skills 
Demonstration 

2% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 
and S2 

Assessment 
sheet 

L0 2 
Knowledge 
Skill     

Skills 
Demonstration 

2% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 
and S2 

Assessment 
sheet 

L0  3 
Knowledge  
Skill   

Skills 
Demonstration 

2% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 
and S2 

Assessment 
sheet 

L0 4 
Competence 
Skill 

Skills 
Demonstration 

20% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 

Assessment 
sheet and 
completed 
area 

L0 5 
Competence 
Skill 

Skills 
Demonstration 

35% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 

Assessment 
sheet and 
completed 
area 

L0 6 
Competence  
Skill 

Skills 
Demonstration 

35% 
Learners 
Instructions S2 

Assessment 
sheet and 
completed 
area 

L0 7 
Competence 

Knowledge 
Skills 
Demonstration 

4% 
Learners 
Instructions S1 
and S2 

Assessment 
sheet 
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Suggested Learning Methodologies 

 Skills demonstration 
 Discussion groups 
 Practical work training 
 Simulated work environment 

 
Specific Module Requirements 

The following is a recommended list. The list is not definitive as some of 
the items listed may not be essential in order to run the course. Items other 
than those listed may also be acquired for the course at the discretion of 
the Manager 
Tools 
Wire brushs, Filling knifes, broad and narrow blades, Paint scrapers, Shave 

hooks, Flexible sanding block, Power sander, Hot air gun,  Power steam stripper, 

Working platform (stepladder, trestles, scaffold boards),  Bucket,  Cloths, 

Sponge, Measuring jug, Duster 

Materials 

Wet and dry abrasive paper,0000 grade wire wool, Fillers,  Knotting, Sugar soap,  

Paint stripper, Paint brushes (150mm, 50mm, 25mm, 12mm) Paint kettles, 

Rollers, Roller tray, Telescopic extension handle, Undercoat paint, Gloss Finish, 

Primer, Sealer, Stabilising solution, Emulsion,Varnish, Water based stain, White 

spirits, Goggles, Mask, Overalls, Safety boots, First aid box 

 
Suggested Learning Resources 

All of the highlighted Curriculum Resources mentioned below are available on 
the Moodle Community Services Curriculum and Assessment page. You can 
access the CSCA Moodle web page from this link: 
http://www.ecollege.ie/site/home.html 
 
Painting and Decorating Learning Resource Pack 
The learning resources pack includes the following resources for learners: 
 

 Differentiating between tools, materials, and equipment 
 Painting a new door 
 Tinners, primer, undercoat and gloss paint,their functions. 
 Hot air paint stripper 
 Synthetic filament paint brushes 
 Identification of and suitable uses for different wall coverings 
 White Spirits 

http://www.ecollege.ie/site/home.html
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 True or false questions 
  
Other suggested learning resources are highlighted in bold below. 

 
Generic Skills: Literacy and Numeracy 
 
The learners will keep and maintain a Learning Diary throughout the course in 
order to record and file any useful and relevant information on any aspect of 
painting and decorating. 
 
At the end of every week the learners will complete a short Weekly Reflective 
Sheet in order to reflect on their learning and progress during that week. 
 
This Weekly Reflective Sheet will assist the learners to develop their generic 
skills of literacy, numeracy, communications and quality awareness and will give 
learners an opportunity to develop their writing skills. 
 
The learners will create a Personal Dictionary of new words, key words and 
terms relating to painting and decorating. This Dictionary will be updated each 
week and kept in the Learning Diary. 
 
The learners, as a group, will add words and terms relating to painting and 
decorating to a Key Word and Terminology Bank. The learners will find words 
listed in text books, class notes, DVDs and internet websites etc. 
 
The learners will complete a Word Search.  When the learners have gained 
sufficient practice and experience at word searches, each learner will make up 1 
(one) Word Search/Quiz which will be completed by the group. 
 
Learners will refer to Using a Mathematical Glossary and identify the symbols 
relevant to Painting and Decorating. 
 
 
Generic Skill: Teamwork and Communications 
 
Learners will discuss the importance of teamwork with the instructor using the 
Teamwork Guide. 
 
Learners will take part in a Teamwork Exercise by designing, planning and 
carrying out a project which will incorporate group discussions. 
 
The learners will complete the Team Review Sheet after completing the 
Teamwork exercise  
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